Equality im Africa:
The Ugandan Fight for
LGBTQ+ Rights
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History of LGBTQ+ Rights in Uganda
Currently, Uganda is known for its fierce persecution
of LGBTQ+ individuals. However, this was not
always the case. Here is a brief history of the rights of
and attitudes towards the LGBTQ+ community.
Pre-Colonial Era- Uganda is accepting of
homosexuality ‘

1894- Uganda becomes a British protectorate, adopts
British law, including ‘sodomy law’ prohibiting
homosexual behavior between men

1964- Uganda gains independence and the right to
make their own laws, but does little to alter the
sodomy laws already in existence

2002- Anti-gay American Evangelical preacher Scott
Lively comes to Uganda and begins speaking out
against LGBT rights

2009- Lively speaks at a conference in Kampala
Uganda, months later the Ugandan Anti-
Homosexuality Bill, which included the death penalty
as a punishment for ‘serial offenders’ was introduced.
2010- Ugandan magazine The Red Peppers publishes
list of 200 Top Homos’ with pictures and home
addresses. Violence against those listed ensues. .
2012- Ugandan government orders ban on Non-
Government Organizations (NGOs) that promote
LGBT rights

2014- Anti-Homosexuality Act established, but
rejected by the Ugandan constitutional court, US levies
sanctions against Uganda for their anti- homosexuality
legislation
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In Memoria:
David Kato

On January 26™ 2011 gay rights activist David
' Kato was found bludgeoned to death. Kato’s death
came on the heels of a Ugandan magazine publishing ¢
front cover that featured him, along with other
LGBTQ+ activists with the caption ‘Hang Them’.
Kato was one of the few prominent activists, and had
been since American Evangelicals began speaking to
the government against homosexuality in 2009. He
was raised in a conservative home that rejected same
sex attraction, and had since learned to accept himself
as a gay man. He was also known as an inspiration to
. the LGBTQ+ community in Uganda.
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LGBT activists plota,u identities bchmd
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Activists at
Uganda’s
pride parade
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A gay gdan marching in Boston’s pride parade conceals his
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identity. (http://news.bbcimg.co.uk)

ns at their country’s pride parade
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